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l. The =arfield is officially and popularly incwn as Bielsko - Aleksandrowice. The
initial construction was begun in 1935 and during World War II it was used by
Gernan fighter units {(ME-109), 5ince the end of the war, it hss been adninistered
by the Ministry of Rouds and Air Transport, throush the Bielsko Airfield
supervisor,

location

2o It was located o proximately 33 kilometers west of Bielsko~Binla (4949N - 1903E).
The northern perimeter bordered the dielsko-Cieszyn road. Tha Bielsko~Ciesuyn
railroad line was about 600 meters to the north of the field., The Vistula (Fisla)
River was 18 kiloueters to the west.

Dimensions
—-fmensions

3e The overall lenrth of the field vas approximately 1400 meters, west to east, and
600 meters wide, south tc north. Th- field could be extended in an casterly
Jirection about 1500 meters as the terrain was level. )

Runws:'s und Surface
2 D N ouriace

4. A+ the time of wy departure from Poland tiere were no conerete runways. The
lunding strips were prass.  Landings were most fre . .iently made from south-east to
north-west, The secondary landing; strin was npproximately 1000 meters long

“extending from west to eust. Occasional landings were made from south southeast

to north northwest; +his Landing strip was about 700 meters long. The soil wag
clay, seeded w.th ;rass. The artificial drainage system was mxcellent and permitte
flying during ruiny vieather. It was ubout 430 meters above sea lovel,

Access
oA Al

5. Theres were no railroad spurs leading into the field from the Bielsko~Cieszyn
railroad track, Th.e dielsko~Cisszyn and the Kamienica-Wapnica roads ware the only

n=ans of access to the field,

Alvceraflt Dispersal Poinks

6. There were no designoted dispersal points. During the last war, fGernan militery
aircraft wers dispersed in the small deciduous forest located ncrtheast of the field
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7.

8.

9."

S 10,

.

12, T

14.

- Admind stration apnd Parsonnel

15.. The airfield was administered by the linistry of Rosds and Air Transport, throurh
“tho VLezartment of Civil Aviation (DLC ~ Departinent Lotnictwa Cvwilnfgo) and the

“landing strip vwas marked with orange-yellow lamps.

vieinitya - fhe sirfield had uo c.rraid warning device.

1900B) refinery. T

‘Minlstiry of Roada and Alr Transport employed ona airfield superviacy
-anslutant, three adminlatrative olorke, one ohief lying instruotor, |

- ingtpustore, one ohief naohanio Tive uiroraft mcohanioa apd 7
'*;meohanian- )
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vhstructions

Ti» only possible obstruction %o nizht “lyilag was a factory chimnoy about 30
meters high located aboat 1300 moters west of the airfield.

Technical Yacilities

Thera wore no radio facililies at the airfield. 7Ths teleshone otcnnn:e office
wnd the weather station wers located in the adwzn*stration buildinge. Blectrie
power was suppilied by *he power station in dlelsko; the val\ s was 20,

¥
Usytime Ynndin: -1ds sonsisted of a latter "T% formed with white canvase A letter
1M of white ce.vas signifisd that landing prraission was nod granted. A sign
consigting of . a white stripe painted diszonally across & squara -wooden board,
two meters by two neters, served ns a warning to pllots that glider planes were

eirbrone in the viclnity of the Cield. 1he :lvn was 1laced on the south glde of
“thes administration uuilding.

Gasoline lﬁnbé was uied as night landing ald» und were soncad alonz the entire
langth of the londing strip at 50 meter intervals.  The approach 1limit of the

v it There were no searchlights
at txc flald, . . .

1. setimnte that & sonvertional fighter squadron coull bé sccomnodated at thls

Fleld und in “h= cvent of hostilities, p fighter -a.;in..ut._could Ve accomnodated
with an lnerease of na.rtenance facilities.

Uslense Installations

2

Thera were no aniieireralt unitz stationad at thls fleld or -t the immediute

Supply

< belleve that the =72 octane gasoline was supplisd by the Trzebinia {50001 - .
1928F) PUL installations sad a"lation oil was supplisd by the Czechowice {a954N

Meteorologiesl Factors

trom Noveaber until April, strong southwest winds, sonctimes reaching cals
proportions, oftsn prounded all ailrcraft at the field. Thess galms gomstimas

lasted for three days.s The PO-2 aircraft were equippel with skis durin, uowy
weathor. ’ e

airfleld supsrvisor. Prior to #pril 1951, the Uopartment of Civil Aviation .and ...}
its subsidized ecivil airfislids were subogninwtcd to the «inistry of Communic&tion.

Thcr~ were throe civillian agencies at the airfield: +he Clider and Sailp lane
Institute (Instytut Sgybownictwa), which ves alsoc called the Jlicsr Research
Plant (3zybowcowy Zukled uoawiadzalny), the Central Pilo® Instractors Sohool
(Centralne o?&Dln Instruktorow Filotazu), and the Blelsko Aero-Club (Aero-, o
Lub dielski}. Ia Juns 1951, only the administrative oflice and the engineering 7!
snop of tne dlider oailplana Institute was 1oca4ed at this field. .

" Th
Inetruotqrs anhoql umplovod 16 pilot instruqtors ror trﬁining 48 atu ent
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[The points listed hereunder refer to un overlay of Poland wund Czechoslovabin,
: ;
wnelosnure

Point jJ1. Bielsko~-iAleksandrowice Airfield (494820N - 190020L),.
Point 2.,  Bielsko-siala (4949N - 1903k),

Point ;3. sislsko=dywiec Railroad Line; double track, standard sSuropean
dauge.,

Point i<,  Town of Zywiec (4941N - 1913E).

Point 6. City of Cieszyn (4946N - 1336L).

Point 46. dislsizq=Cieszyn iond; cobblestone; approximetely six meters wide,

Poin* 7. Bielsko=Cieszyn Reilroad, A sinjle track, standard Luropean
‘auge line. The Bielsko-Aleksandrowice Alrfi<ld was ubout 600
meters south of this line.

Point ;0. Vistula (Wisla) River.

Point jf9. Bielsko-Andrychor road; cobhlestone; approximuotely 10 maters wide;
in ;ood condition.

Point f10. Bielsko-andryciow-Lrakov Railroad Line.
Point ;11. Town ol andryc . ow.

Point 12, fowm o Pszczyna.

roint ;12. Bielsko-Fszezyne road.

roint 14, Bilelsko=Oswiecim road.

Point #16, City of Oswiecim (5002N - 19148)

Point 416, City of hrakow (5005l - 1Y35E).

zﬁho points listed herecunder refer to memory sizetch of Sielsko=Aleksandrowice
Airfield, Lnclosure (327

Point 4fl. Sielz.o=-Cieszyn road cobblestone; approxinctely aix meters wide.

Point 42. uravel road; ahout cizht maters wide; it 1led coaih into the air-
field compound.

Point #%. Alrfield rsreenhouse,
Point jf4.  Cow «=vd hcrse barn of brieck; ~boat 18 msters lons end eipht

meters wide, The roof wans ccvered with sheets of tin.
Point ;5. Gravel road, about eight cet rs wide, leading south to the hangur.

Point 6. Garage and living quarters; brick; two stories high; about 25
meters long, 10 meters wide and in ths shape of an "L™, ‘he pround
floor was used a5 & garage and <ff'ice; the Pirsht floor was used
as Living quarters for airfield euployzes. .

Point j7. Vicod farm .iou e

Point 48, dengoar. In June 1951, it was bein; renovated as an assembly shop
for sailplanes and prototype trainer ailreruft. It was constructed
of reinforced conerete and brick; 46 meters long, 28 msters wide
and 14 meters highs 'Ihz roof wes covered with: sh=ets of tin.
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Point 38A, Glider snd sailplane sub-assembly shop which was %o be ready for
use by the CGlider Institute by 22 Jul 5l. .he tools and
machinery located in the rlid~r #nd sailplane shop in Bielsko
were to be moved here. Additional muchinery was ordered by the
Institute from Sweden. It was constructed of reinforced concrete;
about 42 meters long, north and soutu, and 10 meters wide and 16
meters high., The roof was constructed of reinforced concyeﬁeu

Point ydBu Glider and sailplane sub-assembly shop constructed of reianforced
concrete, about 46 metars leng, 12 meters wide und 16 meters high.
This siop was also to be >peratioual by 22 Jul 51,

Point ;8C. Three=story brick building, about 42 meters long, 10 meters wide
with a low-pitched, zabled roof. It housed the engineering .
office, blue~print drawing office testing laboratory and res-
taurant,

Point #9. Underground water reservoir, with o capacity of about 48000
. gallons.

Point #10. Gravel road.

Point {/11. Tvo-story building constructed of reinforced concrete, about 46
meters lonz and 14 meters wide. The ground floor was oer. pied
by cless rooms and offices of the civil pilot instrue*ors
school. The first story was used as billeting sna-e for the
students attending the school.

Point 412, Hangar, constructed of reinforced concrete. It is approximately
44 me’ s long, 26 meters wide and 12 meters high. T.e roof was
constructed of reinforced concrete covered - ith a layer of ocork
insulttion and tarpaper. The flodt was of concrete. One PO-2,
three C55~13's (CSS - Centralne Studium Sancloto'w), three US
Piper Cubs, one PUS-28's (PWS - DPanstwdwe Wotwornia Samolotow)
one Supak-4 (four seater), one Guk-§ (twe seat trwiner), one
Heinkel=72, =ight gliders (+two Sp-38's, two ABC's four Salamandra
type ), 30 sailplanes (six Gsrman Crma Babys, two German-type
two-seeter Krunichs, 12 iluchas, four SEP's, two Jastrzabs, one
Olympia, one Wazka, one Nietopierz, and one Kaczka type.)

Point 4f13. Hengar workshop of reinflorced concrete, about 12 meters long and
six meters wide. The roof was constructed o reinforced oc ‘ersto
covered with cork insulatinn and tar paper. ilinor repairs on
gliders, sailplanes and training aireraft were performed here,
Tools were ususlly of Soviet munufucture.

Point #14. Hangar apron; concrete approximately 44 moters long and 25 °
meters wide.

Point 15, Underground aviation gasoline storage tank with a capacity of
38,000 liters, located about 40 meters rorth of the hangar.,
.

Point 416. Underpground pgasoline storage tanlk with a capacity of 26,000
liters. It was locoted about 2%-mcters north of the fuel pumping
atation.

Point 3#17. Aviation gasoline fuel pwrping station. Gasoline was pumped .
through an underground pipe to the aircraft refueling point
located in tihie center of the airfield aprone

Point jfl8. Underground oil tuank, of reinforced concrete, about five meters
long, four meters wide and three meters deop. Aviation oil was
stored here in 200 liter iron barrels. In June 1951 there were
1450 ks, of summer oil,
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Point jl19.

Point 3§#20.

Point f21.

Poini ff22.
Point #23.

Point #24.

Point 25,

Point j,26.

ENCLOSU«E (A) Overlay of Poland and C:echoslovakia

7 OSEGRET

Two story administrative building, unbout 44 meters long, 10
meters wide constructed of reinforced concrete. The ground
floor was occupied by the local aero-klub offices. The
airfield's meteorologicul station, weatlher station personnel
and the supervisor's quarters were located on the second floor.
deteorolopgical instruments aite,

One-story brick building, about 15 meters long and eipght meters
wide. It was used as living quarters by the airport janitor,.

Grass landing strip, about 1000 meters long.
trags landing strip about 700 weters long.

iain londing strip about 1400 meters long, extending northwest
to southeast.

Cultivated field, where the drainage system was installed.

Wapienica - Kanisnica road, about 5% meters wide.

-ond~

(B) Memory sketoh of Sielsko-Alelisandrowice Airfield.
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